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TO THE PUBLIC. 


The encouragement which has already 
been given to this paper, 
swers the expectations of its most s 


more than an- 


any ule 


friends, Itis well known that our oppo- 
nenis have used every exertion to pre- 
ventits appearance and crush our laudable 
efforts by throwing every obstacle within 
their grasp, in our way, and if they have 
not succeeded it is not becaase they have 
wanted industry or a disposition to adopt 
any means, however unchristian or unman- 
ly they may have been. The time 
been, and in this country teo, when such 
attempts would have suc ceeded, but thanks 
to Gi thattime is no more. The tree of | 


freedom has been planted in this section 
of the world and is now yielding her pre- 
cious fruit to gladden the hearts of mil- | 
lions of free born sons. O!, infuriated bi- 
gotry, could you strip this tree of its ver- 
dure, could you thrust into it your poison- 
ous fangs and cause it to bloom no more, 
you could then chain the human mind 
your sanguinary car and glut your insatia 
ted appetite by devouring the right of pri- 
vate judgment, consuming the principles of 
equality and robbing myriads the privilege 
of thinking, speaking and acting for them- 
selves. But you cannot do it. Your plans 
are unwise, your eflorts are very feeble. 
You too have a powerful opponent ; in com- 
parison with him you are nothing, You 
could as well supplact the full glowing ra- 
diavce of the sun in his meridian grandeur 
with the faint glimmering of an expiring 


taper, as to effectually oppose the progress | 


ofiruth. ‘Truth can, will, and must event- 
ually remove every barrier, overcome every 
obstacle, subdue every opposer, supplant 
falsehood, heal the wounds which error bas 
made, and finally spread a board, loaded 
with delicious dainiies before a gazing hun: 
gry world and invite the coun'less thron 
io the heart cheering 
banquet. 


and soul-eenzolin 


has 


| The gospel Inqui  . as its title imports, 
| is to be devoted to au investigation offsub- 
‘ 


| jects connected with, and approximating 


| to, the spirit of the gnepel founded by the 


divine Redeemer of all men, Nothing in- 
compatible with its principles will ever be 
| communicated through its columis, as ori- 
gihating with, and being a produciion of 
the editor. Hence we do not come to the 
public clad in the sable and gloomy robes 
which shroud the vehicles of bad news aud 
woe ; but in the emphatic la: guage of eter- 
nal wuth, we calmly and fearlessly say un- 
(to you fear not, tor behold | bring you 
good tdings of great joy, which shall be 
to all people. © This is our This 
was the proclamation of the harbinger who 
visited Judea’s plains. ‘This has furnish. 
'ed an adequate subject for the mind of 
| the devoted Paul. - This is‘a fountain of 


| exhilerating joys, and let the worthy phi- 
lanthropist but decks the fire of the gospel, 
| and he will in acclamations of indescribable 


theme. 


joy, sing “ glory to God in the highest, on 
earth peace good will to men.’ In short 


this paper cannot be considered a messen- 


ger of ill-news, as we have no bad news to 
promulgate. We intend to canvass fairly 
and candidly those doctrines of the day 
which we may have occasion to notice. 
We shall therefore occasionally furnish our 
readers with a careful and rational expo- 
sition of the absurdities of some of the com- 
monly received theories and we trust, pro- 
fitable investigation. 

We shall support and defend the doctrine 
of ihe ** restitution ofall things,” and draw 
abundant testimony from the oracles of di- 
vine truth to satisfy the candid inquirer, 
that this is the only sentiment which is sup- 





God’s holy prophets. 


| Our columns will occasionally afford a 
| repast to the moralist. 
| 


Every means compatible with the prin 


ciples of divine charity will be adopted to 


ported by the concurrent evidence of 


ve 


in 
i 
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expose the falsity of the doetrine of endless 
sorrow and the futile reasoning of its adyo- 
cates. But, while we express our determi- 
pation to combat the doctrine of unmerci- 
ful torment, we respectfully inform its abet- 
tors that any dissertation with which they 
may please to favor tis, supporting, or de- 
fending the theory, couched in decent 
terms, and with a prolixity compatible with 
the extent of this work, shall receive an in- 
sertion in our columns and all necessary at- 
tention. We confess that sound, logical 
and fair reasoning upon this subject,will be 
preferred to noisy declamation and dog- 
matical assumption. We, moreover, can 
assure the public, that we shall use every 
precaution to assign every disputant his 
proper cliaracter. 

We shall endeavor to excite the atten- 
tion of the reader by drawing his mind to 


the consideration of proper evidence in fa- | 


vor of the various sentiments now extant. 


We shall always consider the scriptures of 


the Old and New testaments, as the pro- 
per source, whence to derive conclusive 


testimony upon subjectsof theology. Bare: 


assertions without scripture or reason to sup- 
port them, although they may chance to ac- 
cord with popular opinion and be based 
upon superstition’s fabric, would make a 
more graceful appearance in the cell of the 
ascetic, or impressed upon the page of a 
monkish legend, than in the columns of the 
Inquirer. 

We have not pledged ourselves to sup- 
port any particular party, sect, or opinion. 
But we have always wished and promised 
to embrace and defend the TrutH. It is 
the truth we most earnestly desire ; we 
seek for it as for hidden treasure. And, if 
we have not yet found this “ pearl of great 
price,” we hope some of our fellow-chris- 
tians will be so good as to assist us in ac- 
complishing this object. Convince us then, 
ye believers in the doctrine of endless mis- 
ery, that your theory is true and its opposite 
false, and we pledge ourselves to aid in its 


propagation. But, unless you are willing, 


and able to do this, we advise you to desist 
from denouncing that doctrine which you 
cannot refute, or which at least you dare 
not combat, as heretical, and licentious, 

If you wish to appear consistent, you 





—_—-- --— NS 


must either show that it is, as you say. fi/se 


We 


or desist jn making this declaration. 


| hope to see christians live agreeably to their 


professions. We hope to see the spirit of 
inquiry so happily abroad in the world, 
greatly augmented, until mankind univer« 
sally shall imitate ibe noble example of the 
worthy Bereans, and adopt the inquiry 
‘are these things so?” 

This.paper, as it has already been said, 
is not to be devoted exclusively to one sect 
or denomination. It is to be open to all. 
All can here defend their cause, if it be de- 
lensible. All can have. atleast, a hearing. 
Come then, ye lovers of truth, ye friends of 
liberal principles, ye followers of the Lord 
Jesus, ye admirers of morality, ye abettors 
of religious liberty, and let us reason toge- 
ther, let us inquire into the principles of 























the gospel and promote thereby the cause 
of truth and happiness of man. The gos- 
pel contains many medicinal prop ‘ties. 

its a sov’reign balm for.every wound, 

A cordial for our fears, 

ft will point you to that beacon that can 
light you through the dark valley of the 
shadow of death, and show you that rest 
that awaits you in the paradise above. 
Come then and contemplate it here. It 
will afford you a prelibation of celestial joys 

and open the vista of immortal glories. 
In addition to the above, we engage that 
no pains nor labor shall be wanting to ren- 


der this work interesting and proiitable. 
EDITOR. 





TO THE FDITOR OF THE GOSPEL INQUIRER. 
Dear Sir, 

I hail the appearance of the Gospel 
Inquirer, as an event truly auspicious. For 
a long time, have the friends of liberal opi- 
nions been oppressed with the bigotry of 
the opposers of the doctrine of universal 
grace. Qur opponents, well knowing that 
consequences injurious to their man-made 
systems, would necessarily flow from care- 
ful investigation and free inquiry, have 
evinced a disposition to suppress every lib- 
eral feeling, and render more contracted 
the principles of charity and the privileges 
secured to us by the laws of our happy 
country. Yes, sir, you well know what 











ject falsehood and embrace truth. 
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unchristian means have veen adapted to pre- 
vent the appearance of the Inquirer. Why 
have the “ orthodox,” (as they are improp- 
erly called,) part of community so violently 
opposed this publication, is a question of 
some importance. We confess that we 
cannot find any cause for their opposition, 
that will at all justify them. Here is a paper 
to which they can have free access, and 
which is free of expense, to them, and one 
too that will admit any decent article into 
its columns in defence of their cause, or in 
opposition to the Universalists. Why then 
do they appear so much opposed to this 
publication? It is, I apprehend, Mr. edi- 
tor, forthis reason. They think that their 
craft is indanger. They wish to prevent 
an inquiry into the principles of their sys- 
tem. They are conscious that it will not 
bear the fest of fair argument, nor candid 
criticism. And hence they say, if we allow 
the Universalists to propagate their senti- 


menis, the people will all become believers | 


in this modern heresy, and the whole super- 
structure. which cost us so mnch time and 
labor, willbe overthrown. This is the true 
cause of their opposition. But I can assure 
you sir, that if the doctrine of the Univer- 
salists, is false the people bave discriminat- 
ion enough to see it and independence and 
candor sufficient to rejectit. If it be false 
as they say it would evince more strength 
of genius and more honesty, were they to 
point out the errors of this doctrine to com- 
munity, and thereby induce mankind to re- 
They 
may cry “ false doctrine” as long as they 
please, and if they are unable to substan- 
tiate this charge by scripture and reason 
the candid and discriminating part of so- 
ciety will perceive that it is nothing less 
than an attempt to keep the people in ignor- 
ance and fan the embers of bigotry into a 
flame. They tell us that they fear and 
dread the prevalence of false doctrine, (as 
they cantly term it,) and that they are wil- 
ling to undergo any privations to prevent 
a dissemination of its principles. In my 
opinion, sir, they are just like the ancient 
pharisees, who were fond of promising 
much and doing little. Will they insult us 
in this manner ? If the doctrine of the sal- 
vation of all men be fu/sc, and they »re men 


prke. 
a oye Se 
PE 





of any ability, suliy ed can show the public its 
falsity. If they will not do this, | can say 
to them as did our divine master to a cer- 
tain class of his day, whose professions ap- 
pear to be of the same charaeter of theirs, 
** you say and do not.” 

I really rejoice, sir, to know, that the 
time has arrived, when the (ruth.and purity 
of the gospel will be communicated to the 
offspring of God in this part of the Lord’s 
vineyard. I can say to you sir, goon and 
fear not.. The shafts of malice and holy 
rage, of fanatics cannot assail you. The 
cause in which you are engaged, is the 
cause of God and man, and will therefore 
prosper. Superstition trembles and if has 
cause too, for its unpleasant visage Is ex- 
posed to the view and indignation of an 
enlightened community. 

PYTHAGORAS. 


HERESY. 
_ It has been common among the various 
discordant and multifarious sects of reli- 
gionists, to denounce all opinions that were 
different from theirs, as Acterodow. The 
majority, or most powerful denomination, 
have always considered the minority, or 
more feeble, as heretics. And hence the 


Papists thundered their wrathful bulls of 


excommunication against Luther, Calvin, 
and their coadjutors, and declared their te- 
nets heresy. Luther, fired with a zeal that 
subdued every obstacle, inveighed against 
the corrupt practices of the Papal church, 


and with a pen dipped in the spirit of truth, - 


exposed many of the glaring absurdities 
and palpable contradictions of their doc- 
trines. The first reformers, aided by the 
zeal, piety, and eloquence of a few faith- 
ful assistants, had the satictaction of see- 
ing Papal influence diminished, and an as- 
tonishing increase of the friends to Protes- 
tantism. In due time, Protestants gained 
the ascendancy, and became the popular 
religion of the day. No sooner had Pro- 
testants gained the ascendancy, than they 
adopted the customs of the Romish church, 
and imitated the Pope in pronouncing eve- 
ry thing heresy, that was notin accordance 


with their views. They once could heae 
this horrid denunciation, and lament that 
there were men so lost to all propriety, se 
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lost to humanity, to fine sensibility andj consider, Are you influenced by the spir- 


a sense of duty, and pursuing a course so 
incongruous with the character of the 
hristian, and so foreign to the injunctions 
of the blessed founder of that glorious max- 
im, which does, and will, shine with undi- 
minished lustre, when the theories of false 
philosophy shall have been lost in the 
mazes of theirown creation, viz. “*Whatso- 
ever ye would that men should do unto you 
do ye even so to them,” as to drink at the 
fountain of Papal corruption. — Papists 
called Protestants heretics, and Protestants 
ealled all dissenters from protestantism, 
heretics also, 

Ata more recent period, indeed at the 
present time, and in this country, the most 
popular sects, assume the dignified title of 
“* orthodoxy,” and pronounce all heretics 
that have the misfortune to differ with 
them in opinion, and courage to avow it. 

And hence believers in endless misery 
have thought proper to call the epposite 
theory heresy. We well recollect when 
Methodism was considered and pronoun- 
ced a damnable heresy, calculated to sub- 
vert a just sense of accountability to God, 
and destroy the peace and order of society 
¥es, the time has been, when Presbyteri- 
ans, Episcopalians, Baptists, Methodists, 
&c. &c, were at variance with each other, 
and considered each other’s sentiments 





divine master ? 


wt which: influenced our 
Are your souls warmed with that charity 
that seeks not her own, but anothers good ? 
Have you carefully examined the univer- 
salists’ sentiment, and are you able to point 


out any material errors contained in it? 


Reeollect that he alone is a heretic, that 


holds a fundamenia! error in religion, and 
also, that 1f you say tbis or that man is an 
heretic, you are bound to expose his heresy 
and point the public to the particular here- 
sy he is pampering. If you cannot an- 
swer the above interrogatories in the aflir- 
mative you must desist reportiag us heretics 
You may rest assured tliat the public are 
not enonch eredulous to swallow any thing 
you may give them. without a sight /now- 
ledge of its properties. No, you cannot 
make them believe that the sun emits dark- 
ness without better evidence than your 
bare assertions. Neither can you induce 
them to think, that a man isa heretic, be- 
cause he believes God made all men, de- 
siened all for happiness, loves all, and will 
finally accomplish his designs, and make 
all recipvents of holiness, and consequent 


felicity 


highly repugnant to the sound principles of | 


adored orthodozry. But by some wonder- 
ful and derterous movement, these once dis- 


cordant parties have been brought to har- | 


monize, have formed an alliance, and have 
agreed to unite {heir means and direct 
their efforts to suppress the heretical senti- 
ments of the truly heterodow Universalists, 
Again, the fwman vatican sounds its thun- 
ders. Again the cry of heresy! heresy ! is 
heard in our streets. Cabuls are organiz- 
ed, tracts inundate the country, societies 


are formed, ministers, who can wield the | 


sledge of argument with the power of a 
vulcdn, who have lungs of brass and voices 
of thunder who, (by the bye which is very 
essential,) possess a wonderful faculty in 
persuading the people into a belief of their 


musterious and crude notions. are sent hith- | 


er and thither to cry down the modern her 


mae |, pee Oe 
C8 of Uris SQLVUSH. 


Be so good as to step into. the columns 
of this paper, and show us that the doctrine 
of the * restitution of ail things’ ts false 
forever be silent. Now, here is a fair 
proposition. Will you object, will you re- 
fuse and will you say as some Rev. divines 
have said, that we are not worthy of notice ? 
If so, we tell you that youare far above 
your master, 
heal. It was the blind to whom he gave 
sight. He came to call the sinner, and not 
the righteous. It was the igrorant that 
needed knowledge, and the man that had 
erred to he convinced of the error of his 


or 


lt was the sick he came to 


ways. Here then is your duty. Come 
and convince us that we are wrong. Come 


and show us the right way to obtain truth. 
If you still say, we are hot worthy of your 
attention, we ask you in the name of heay- 
en’s king, who authorized you to cail us 
* common, unclean,” or unworthy of notice. 
Are not our souls worth as much as your 


own? Or, are youso selfish as to wish to 


eet to heaven, whether others go or not ? 
But stop, friends and | Have you come to teach sinners the way 
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to be saved and yet tell them they are not 





worthy of your notice. O! proud, pha- 
risee, you may élow the trumpet of your 
own goodness and boast of your efforts to 
save sinners, but we tell you that if the 
religion of Jesus has a foe on earth ‘* thou 
art the man.” But you may say we 
are steeled against conviction, we will not 
hear you, and it will avail nothing to at- 
tempt to expose our errors. If you have 
made the experiment there may be some 
propriety in the remark. When have you 
met usin the field of fair controversy ? 
When have you labored to convince us 
that we were wrong ? We will answer 
for you. Youhave frequently fired at us 
when you were secured from an attack, 
from behind your masked batteries. You 
fight well when you have nothing but a 
‘** man of straw,” of your own creation, to 
oppose. You light courageous!y, when in 
your pulpits, but whether you would sup- 
port your courage in the open field of fair 
argumentation with combatants equal to 
yourselves to oppose you, we cannot satis: 
factorily determine, inasmuch as we have 
never been able to obtain a specimen of 
your ski/l and valor, in this kind of war- 
fue. We however tell you, that if you 
persist in prefering the charge of heresy 
against us,that we shall improve all hon- 
orable means to expose the impropriety 
aud unfairness of the allegation. 








FOR THE GOSPEL INQUIRER. 
Mr. Editor, 


As you lave announced to the publics 
in the Prospectus to the “ laquirer,” that 
its columns will be open to all denomina- 
tions for free and dispassionate discussion, 
I have thought proper to propose a few que- 
ries for your consideration and answer. 

The first question, which I would pro- 
pose, is one of great importance and as such 
I hope will receive due attention. 

Question 1. 

Q. 2. 


ed be end/ess 


[s sin infinite. 


Will the punishment of the wick- 
oO 


I believe, Mr. editor, that every punish- 





ment, which will be indicted on the sinner, | 


’ 
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is properly apportioned to the crime, and 
that God will not inflict a great punishment 


for a smal! sin. 


THOMAS, 
ANSWER. 

The apparent candor and good will, with 
which the above communication of Thomas 
was dictated, indicate superior genius, and 
an honest heart. 

The questions proposed by Thomas, in- 
volve doctrines of the greatest importance. 
The whole world is interested in the sub- 


ject before us. Upon the idea that sin is an 


infinite evil, is predicated the cruel and un- 
merciful doctrine of endless misery. Much 
then depends upon a right understanding 
It involves the inter- 
est of every man. If it be true, that sin 


is infinite and man has committed an infi- 


of this vast subject. 


nite crime, and as such deserves never 
ending damnation, his case is hopeless, his 
expectations are b/asted and all intelligent 
being must be finally doomed to a state of 
the most excruciating and interminable an- 


guish. 


Thomas asks, is sin infinite ? 
To this we answer no. In the discus- 
sion of this subject we shall assume the 
position that an effect cannot exceed the 
If this be true, 


and we are confident itJs, the idea that sin 


cause, which produced it. 


is infinite, is nothing but a mere phantom. 
We will prove this. 


consequently he who sins does wrong. | 
Has- GH 


(pardon the question) done wrong ? We! 


Now, we ask, who has sinned ? 


say no. We further say, that man is the 
only being that has violated the principles” 
of right, lived regardless of the injunctions) 
ofhis Gop. Ifthen man has sinned, and) 


we shall take it for granted that he has, we. 
have only to learn the powers and natur¢ 
of man, to determine the magnitude of sin. 

Man, in the aggregate, is nothing less! 


MR . 
heh re pt 


Sin isa crime and. 
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nor more than a finite being. The fiv'ly; because it was committed against the com- 
of his nature arises from absolute necessity. | mands of an infinite being. Or in other 
All created beings are of necessity posses" | words the daw which man broke was an in- 
sed of limited capacities. ‘The fact that | finite law. We ask what was the law 
man is a created being proves his fraity. | which God gave to man, and which man 
His having a delegated power, satisfactorily | broke 2? He was commanded, not to eat 
establishes the point that he is finite. But | the forbidden fruit, in the garden. We 
Thomas will say that the Creator of man | now ask did this law have a_ beginning. 
was an infinite being and consequently | Yes, it did not exist anterior to man, but 
could endow his creature man with infinile | was made at a subsequent period. Wewish 





powers. We readily grant that Gon is| to be understood. This law had no exist- 
infinite and at the same time, contend that | ence, in form, before man was created, and 
there can be no more than one infinite be-| because it was made expressly for man, 
ing. You cannot have a plural in this | and could have been of no use before mai 
ease, Infinity is not composed of parts.| had an existence. Now, this Jaw hada 
It is uncompounded. If infinity were com- |} beginning and will, in our opinion, have an 
posed of parts, you could by the mathemat- | end. If this law had a beginning, it must 
ical process of subtraction, take away from | be ealled a finite, and not an infinite Jaw. 


infinity one part and of course, render it But it is still said, that sin is infinite, be- 





ane part less than mfinite. Or, by adding | cause it is committed against an infinite 
to it one part, you could inorease 1. This | Jaw. Suppose the law ts infinite avd man 
ig an absolute impossibility. For, if cnfi- | has only a finite capacity, is he capable of 
aity could be diminished by a subtraction keeping or breaking an infinite law? We 
of one part, this dimunition would be aug-! «rink not. And again, we would thank 


mented by the addition of ¢¢z and so on un- any person to show us the propriety in giv- 
jit you could take all of rnfinity away from 





ing to man a finile capacity and at thesame 


itself. And so on the contrary, if you time commanding him to keep an infinite 


could imerecase it by the addition of one! ys... oy: ee ae a i 
, 7 law which he must have well known, 


part, you could accumulate this in the! ja) was pot capable of keeping! There 
same ratio by the addition of one hundred. 
But it is said, that God gave man infimte 
powers. Whatis God? Answer, infinite. 
What did God give to his creature man ? 
Answer, infinity. If then God gave infin- 
ty to man, he gave himself, or all he had 


would have been, in our opinion, full as 
much goodness and wisdom displayed, if 
God had commanded man to plan and 
conwplete a system of worlds equal in magni- 
tude and beauty to the one on which we 


ge and . | hve, as an effect of the exercise of his lim- 
away, This, it may. be said, is prescri- 


bing limits to God. It certainly is far 
preferable to the adoption of the horrid 
¢dea that God gave himself to his creatures, effect it, as to demand of him a voluntary 
and cousequenily destroyed himself. The | and perfect obedience to the requisitions of 
subject now is plain. Man isa finite being | this mfinite law. Who ever supposed, 
and all his acts are necessarily fiile. Hej that man was capable of making a world? 


ited powers and punish him with endless 


damnation in consequence of bis failing to 


has sinned. He has violated a law and; Would it not be folly to suppose him ca- 


justly incurre’ the penalty of that Jaw} pable of making a sun like the one that 
which is death. This is suflicient to satis-| daily gives us light ? And yet, it is thonght 
fy the candid. If ts said that sin is infinite | that man ought to keep a law which he is, 
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by thes very nalure of his constitation, in- 
capacitated to kecp, and, in case of nun 
eumpliance with its infinite requisitions be 
We ask 


to devise a more poe ct SYS- | 


must suffer endless damnuison. 
you Thomas, 
tem of cruelty than this if yoacan. The 
idea represents God as sporting with his 
offspring. It shocks common seus®, trec- 


zes our blood in our veius, benumbs our | 


sensibility, and gives to our heavenly Fa- | 


ther the most dreadful character. It | 
clothes him with Almighty and relentless 


cruelty. It represents him as forcing be- 


ings into existence, and then sporting with | 


them in the most capricious manner. 
Thomas complains of this, he must be per- 


mitted to complain. We 


however, that these are fair conclusions, | 


resulting necessarily from the premises of 
our opponents, or those who declare sin to 
be an infinite evil. He wiil find, on care- 
ful inspection of the foregoing remarks 


that the subject thus far, has been treated 


fairly and candidly, and that if bad infer- | 


ences can be drawn from the premises as- | 


sumed by, the abettors of this irrational 


hyvothesis. that we are notcharreable with 
YFP : S 


them. 
(To be continued.) 


EXCOMMUNICATION. 


A Mrs, Townsend, a member of a Presbyterian 
church in the city of New-York, of which Doctor 
Spring is pastor, has been e.ccommunicated, for hon- 
estly expressing her disbelief of the unmerciful 
doctrine of endless damnation. Things have arriv- 
ed to that pitch, that religious people must be- 
lieve a doctrine calculated to do the greatest possi- 
ble harms or hear the thunderings of the modern vat. 
ican. Excommunication for a disbelief of the old 
unscriptural, unreasonable dogma of endless misery, 
has become so common, that it does not produce the 
effect intended 

The time has been, when the terrific flashes of light. 
ning, which issued from the Roman vatican, and 
which accompanied the banos and anathemas, that 
were fulminated on those who dared to vindicate the 
freedom of religious faith, possessed an imposing in- 
fluence and actually rivetted upon the mind of man 


can assure him, | 
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and produced an ac Quiesence to the ipterdictivas 
of ecclesiastical despots. Butthat day isno moré. No 
more dothe thunders of the Papal chair frighten 


of religious tyrants. Ecclesiastical tribunals may try» 


' 

| worlds into obedience to the unhatlowed conimands 

{ 

cordemn and excommunicate a person for tear, 

| lessly avowing a disbelict in certain erade notions 
butthey can do no more. Clergymen may hurt theig 

shafts of censure at the innocent and honest females 

aed rest assured, that they will fall harmless at the 

; feet of their object. 

We should be glad to present our readers, with all 
| the particulars connected with the excommunication 
| of Mrs. T. but our limits will not permit us to grati- 
The letter of Mrs. T. was writtea 
aader the influence of that doctrine which breathes 
peace and love and evinced her unshaken confidence 
_ in theunbounded goodness of her God and belief tn 
| the ultimate happiness of her foes and friends. She, 
| with becoming modesty aad christian meekness, ask- 
ed permission to withdraw from the church to which 
; she belonged, This reasonable request was refused 
her. We do think that our christian friends acted 
_ improperly in excommunicating Mrs. T. for merely 
disbelieving the heart-appaling dectrine of endless 
j misery. 

We think if any person deserves excommunication 
on account of particular items of faith, it is him whe 
| cherishes a doctrine so derogatory to the character 
of almighty God,as the doctrine of endlessmisery. In 
| other words, if you turn any body out of the Churchy 
| turn him out that believes God bad enough to dama 





fy our wishes, 


>| his offspring to all eternity We deem the practice 


| of excommunicating a person for differing v-ith a 
| church in matters of faith, no better than the customs 
of antichrist. Indeed it is a relic of the dark and 
| barbarous ages, and ought never to be permitted to 
| disgrace the annals of civilized society. 

Mr. Niles, after having written very ably agains¢ 
the excommunication ip question, introduces the fol. 
jowing remarks and auecdote. 

‘* When we had written thus far and folded up 
the article for the compositor as being finished, the 
following accidentally presented itself on looking 
over the papers lying on the desk for another sub- 


sketches of Vermont, and so appropriate to what we 
have been speaking of, that we cannot refrain from 
inserting it. The spirit manifested is such as no lib- 
eral man can condemn, though the act itself might 
have went toofar ; still, it is an excellent story and 
believed to be atrue one, and will furnish amuse- 
ment to most persons who have nut before seen it. 


“ The farmer, in question, was a plain 





pious man, regular in the discharge of his 
duty both to God and his neighbor ; but, 
unluckily, he happened to live near one 
with whom he was not inclined to cultivate 
either civil or friendly terms. ‘This troub- 
lesome personage was no other thana 
monstrous overgrown he bear, that descen- 
ded from the mountains, trod down and 
destroyed the corntields, and carried off 
whatever helaid his pawsupon. The plun- 





“veneration for priestly arrogance and assumption » dered sufferer watched him in vain, the fe- 





ject. It is extracted from Graham’s descriptive - 
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rocious apd cunning animal ever finding 
metheds to elude his utmost vigilance ; 
and, at last, it had learned its cue so tho- 


roughly, as only to commit its depreda- 


tions on the Lord’s day, when it knew | 
from experience, the coast was clear.— | 


Wearied out with these oft repeated tres- 


passes, the good man resolved, os the | 


next sunday, to stay in the fields where 
with his gun, he concealed himself, The 
bear came according to custom—he fir- 
ed and shot it dead. The explosion threw 
the whole congregation, (for it was about 
the hour of the people’s assembling to 
worship,) into consternation. The cause 
was inquired into; as soon as the pas- 
tor, deacon, and elders became acquaint- 
ded with it, they called special meetings 
of the church, and cited their offending 
brother before them, to show cause, if 
any he had, why he should not be excom- 
municated out of Christ’s church, for his 
daring impiety. In vain did he urge from 
the scriptures themselves, that it was law- 
ful to do good on the sabbath day. He 
pleaded before judges determined to con- 
demn him; and the righteous parson, el- 
ders and church, viva voce, agreed to 
drive him out from amongst them as pol- 
luted and accurst. Accordingly he was 
enjoined, (as is customary on such oc- 
casions) on the next sunday to attend his 
excommunitaton in the church. He did 
attend—but not entirely satisfied with the 


justice of the sentence, and too much of 


a soldier to be scaridalized in so public a 
manner for an action which he conceiv- 
ed to be his duty, he resolved to have re- 
course to stratagem ; he therefore went to 
the appointment with his gun, loaded with 
a brace of balls, his sword and catridge 
box by his side, and his knapsack on his 
back with six day’s provision in it. 
Service was about half over when he 
entered the sanctuary. He marched lei- 
surely into a corner and took his position. 
As soon as the benediction was ended, the 
holy parson began his excommunication ; 
but scarce had he pronounced the words 
“ offending brother,” when the honest vet- 
eran cocked and levelled his weapon of de- 
struction at the saine time crying out with 
a loud voice, “ proceed if you dare—pro 
ceed and you are a dead man!” At this 
unexpected attack the astonished clergy- 
man sbrunk behind his desk, and his appo- 
nent, with great deliberation recovered his 
arms. Some moments elapsed before the 


parson had courage to peep from his eccle- | 
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> | 





| stastica! battery ; when, finding the old he- 
ro had come toa rest, he tregiblingly reach- 

ed the order to the elder deacon desiring 
(him to read it. ‘he deacon, with stam- 
mering accents and eyes starting with ale 
fright, began as he was comu.anded ; but 
| no sooner had he done so, than the devo- 
ted victim again levelled his piece, and more 
| vehemently than before exclaimed, ** desist 
-and march—! will not live with shame— 
| desist and march | say, or you are all dead 
deni ? [Little need had he to repeat his 
| 





threats—the man of God leaped from his 
desk and escaped ; the deacon, elders and 
congregation, followed 1a equal trepidation ; 
the greatest confusion prevailed, the wo- 
inen with shrieks and cries, sought their 
homes and the victor was left undisturbed, 
master oj the field and of the church too, the 
doorsof which he calmly locked,put the keys ~ 
into his pocketand sent them with bis res- 
pects to his pastor. lie then marched home 
with all the honcrs of war, lived thirteen 
years a lerwards and died a bother in full 
communion : declaring to the last, (amonest 4 
hisinmates,) that he never tasted so great a 
dainty befure.” . 


—— 


js CONVERSION. 
Mr. Belfour, who has for several years been a 
a Baptist minister in Charlestown, Mass. has recent- 
| ly become a Universalist. Mr. Belfour is the learned 
author of the Letters to Prof, Stuart, which appear- 
ed some time since in the Universalist Magazine, 
signed, ‘* An lnquirerafter truth,’”’---U, Mag. 
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NOTICE, 
Persons holding Prospectuses, are requested to 
furnish us with the names of the subscribers, that we 
may be enabled to send their papers immediately. 





To Correspondents and Readers. 
Communications for this paper, post paid, directed 
to the Editor, G, B, Lisher, shall receive attention. 


Mr. Lisher intends to preach in this village the 
5th sabbath in this month---A¢ Katonsbush the 4th. 
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